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JACK PALMER’S PLACE, CHITINA 


In the Oct./Nov. 2004 issue, I reported a 
letter from Dave Fronius dated August 
1979 where he was asked about this to- 
ken. It has taken 40 years, but it has fi- 
nally surfaced on eBay. It brass, 21mm. 
See prices realized. 
Jack Palmer’s Place was the Commercial 
Hotel. 


A business card is shown below left, with the ever important distance table (right) on the back. 


( 
Conmerrial Hotel 


WEST END MAIN STREET 
CHITINA - ALASKA 


Meals Served Family Style Only 
and Unexcelled jit hi oot oo ae $1.00 
Beds, as good as are made ____________. -- $1.00 


If you like things Clean, Comfortable and Proper, you 
will enjoy this place. If you appreciate Good Cooking 
( you will not want to leave. 


Rooms With Bath First Class Dining Room 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL 


Mrs. Gatnerine J. Paimer, Proprietor 


Steam Heated Modern in Every Respect 


Headquarters for Chamberlain’s Auto Service 


CHITINA . . ALASKA 


DISTANCE TABLE 


CHITENA sc. dss... es 0 
Willow Fork............. 39.0 
Copper Center........... 50.1 
Gifted a tras cso es 75.6 
mour-Dough=. .<.: Saas 96.8 
PSWAGR ts aise os 5 ota oe 137.8 
EpODIGE. Sapte ts Ova 180.9 
NBS BROD Yoox souitecc-a one ato at 227.3 
R@uerdsOR. cnciw ss sa oe 248.1 
ie 9 ae Srey 318. 
"POnSINR: St wkd 0 oda See 53 
ThOkGllons ...1es wes sa eae 79 
Waldoges =. «chosen eer 131.4 
(SARONS os oso + POR wae 80 
Chistochina.. sss. aaneus 112 
Indian Rivet... . 2. “seen 124 
Selma 2. swears 142 
INMOCAN GS... dks ve es 185 


By 1916, Mrs. Catherine J. 
Palmer is shown as the propri- 
etor. 


By 1919, Jack Palmer has gone 
to Katalla. He is in charge of 


the Alaska Coal and Petroleum Mine. He reports that the company will resume work on its 


property at Katalla about October 1 (1919). 


He spent the winter of 1920/21 at Tenakee Hot Springs and returned to Cordova and “although 
a little peaked, is on the road to recovery. In 1922, he is fox farming on Kayak Island. After 


that, reports indicate his health is deteriorating. 


This is a good time to look at other hotel token issuers: Hotel Chitina (B-1), and Overland Hotel 


(B-5). 


continued on page 53 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


There is an interesting progression from article to 
article this month. Jack Palmer’s Places leads to other 
Chitina Hotels. The fire at the Overland hotel leads 
to the fire at La Fiesta in Skagway, and then up the 
trail to the Red Onion. A chit book from a mine in 
Nunavut leads to poker chips from a new mining 
project in Yukon, which leads to 1940s a craps table 
in Fairbanks, and more modern chips in Anchorage. 


With the Library of Congress on line newspapers, I 
am in good shape for information. If you have a spe- 
cial interest, go the LoC newspapers and see what 
you can find out. 


I am making my way through the Candy Waugaman 
collection of post cards and photos. These are des- 
tined for the UAF archives this summer, so my op- 
portunity is quite limited. 


Our thanks to Kurtis Hawk for his page of For the 
Record items. We will have more items from Kurtis 
over the next few months as space permits. 


eBay was interesting this month with three items 
breaking the $1,000 mark. The Jack Palmer token 
on the front page was the star, but not the highest 
selling piece. It sold for $2,650 while a Latouche 
nugget token sold for $2,9000B. A Southern Alaska 
Canning Co. $1 brought a healthy $1,475. Two Dou- 
glas Canteen tokens made appearances within a week 
or so. The first brought $829, while unsurprisingly 
the second brought considerably less ($415). And 
why did a Palmer ARRC 25¢ token sell for $240.50? 
It was not mint state, looking at best an XF. See the 
Prices Realized in the right column for more results. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Masonic Penny, B-28a 54.00 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 70.00 
Bethel, Olsen Bros., 25¢ and $1, B-3 a,c 9.990B 
Bethel, Olsen Bros., 25¢ to $1, set of 3, B-3. a-c =—:10.50 
Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 5¢, B-la 33.00 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12'2¢, B-4a 57.89 
Chitina, Jack Palmer’s Place, 6'4¢, B-unl 2,650.00 
Douglas, Canteen Saloon, 5¢, B-4a 829.00 
Douglas, Canteen Saloon, 5¢, B-4a 414.99 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 10¢, B-2a 9.950B 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 25¢, B-2b 33.55 
Hyder, The Bungalow, 25¢ and 50¢, B-2 a,b 15.50 
Juneau, Elks, 12'2¢, B-19bI 29.00 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 64¢, B-53bI hole 9.990B 
Ketchikan, AK Cab, Full Far, B-Tla(450F) 39.000B 
Latouche, Sealey, $1 with nugget, B-3a 2,900.000B 
Nome, The Lacey, 12'2¢, B-29bI 650.00BIN 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 240.50 
Palmer, Palmer Bar, 50¢, B-4b 15.000B 
Palmer, PCC (prison), 5 16.05 
Palmer, PCC (prison), 10 16.06 
Petersburg, George Cruz, 5¢, B-la 197.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 202.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, $1, B-1c 192.50 
Quadra, Southern Alaska Can. Co.,$1,B-lc 1,475.00 
Seward, The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 717 
Shishmaref, Native Store, set of 5, B-1 35.000B 
Tanana, Yukon Saloon, 25¢, B-lla 364.01 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'4¢, B-4a 24.990B 
AYPE, encased cent, round 36.86 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR=see For the Record. 
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FOURTH 10-YEAR 
VOLUME 


The fourth 10-year volume (2009-2018, volumes 31- 
40) has arrived. It is about 2.5 inches thick, with over 
885 pages (plus a 62 page, 40 year index). It is bound 
in navy blue buckram with gold lettering on the spine. 


Only 10 were printed. Pre-publication orders took 
most of them. We have only one copy left. It is $250 
postpaid. A phone call is recommended. 


HOTEL CHITINA & OVERLAND HOTEL 


GEORGE BLOUEN 


Cordova Daily Times, June 28, 1915. 
George Blouen is now conducting the Overland Ho- 
tel at Chitina. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, October 17,19,20, 1916. 
Attorney E.E. Ritchie, representing George Blouen, 
indicted on the charge of selling booze at Chitina 
without a license, announced that his client was 
present in court and demanded an immediate trial. 


The trial of the case of the United States vs. George 
Blouen, charged by the indictment with selling li- 
quor without a license at Chitina, was taken up and 
the work of selecting a jury commenced. 


Yesterday afternoon the jury in the case of the U.S. 
vs. George Blouen returned a verdict of not guilty. 


Cordova Daily Times, October 25, 1920. 

United States vs. George Blouen, indicted for the 
crime of sodomy, arraigned and given until Monday 
at 10 a.m. in which to plead. 


Cordova Daily Times, November 4, 1920. 

George Blouen pleaded not guilty to the charge in 
the case of United States vs. George Blouen. The 
case of United States vs. Geo. Blouen was set for 


Hotel Chitina 


trial at 2 o’clock p. m., October 29. At the beginning 
of the trial the court ordered all spectators to leave 
the court room and the case will be tried in closed 
court. Blouen was found guilty. 


Juneau, Alaska Daily Empire, November 15, 1920. 
PRISONERS TAKEN SOUTH ON WATSON 
FROM THE WESTWARD 

Six prisoners from the Westward, for various places 
in the States, are aboard the Admiral Watson in charge 
of Deputy United States Marshal C.W. Mossman of 
Anchorage, and S.O. Casier of Valdez...four are be- 
ing taken to McNeil’s Island...George Blouen for five 
years, and Clarence Black, one year, both from An- 
chorage and both for sodomy. 


Cordova Daily Times, February 2, 1922. 
George Blouen, formerly of Chitina, who has been 
serving a term at McNeil’s Island, is out on parole. 


Cordova Daily Times, September 15, 1922. 
Geo. Blouen, who has been in Chitina the past month 
and a half making extensive repairs to his building, 
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GEORGE BLOUEN 


the Overland Hotel, returned to Cordova on 
yesterday’s train and will leave on one of the next 
boats for Seattle. He has leased his property to 
Armand Germain for term of three years. 


Cordova Daily Times, September 26, 1922. 
OVERLAND HOTEL BURNS 

The collapse of a worn-out flue after the morning 
fires had been built, resulted in a fire which com- 
pletely destroyed the Overland Hotel last Friday 
morning...though every effort was made to save the 
building, the fire could not be checked. The build- 
ing, being covered with metal sheathing, it drew like 
a stove. The most that could be accomplished was 
the saving of the surrounding buildings, and since 
the morning was calm, this was managed without 
great difficulty. The Chitina Cash Store and the Com- 
mercial Hotel buildings were in great danger. Most 
of the front windows were shattered from the heat. 
By hanging wet blankets over the fronts, the build- 
ings were saved from catching the high-mounting 
flames, only one small adjoining building being 
burned. 


The Overland Hotel was the property of George 
Blouen, and was recently leased for two years to A.B. 
Jermane, formerly of Anchorage. Mr. Jermane and 
young son were the only occupants of the house at 


the time. Mr. Blouen left for Seattle about ten days 
ago. It is believe the loss is covered by insurance. 


Cordova Daily Times, February 2, 1923. 
GEORGE BLOUEN HAS NARROW ESCAPE 
DEATH 

In a recent issue of the Seattle Union Record the fol- 
lowing account appears: 

“A defective cartridge in the gun of Patrolman S.E. 
Dotson late Wednesday, saved the life of George 
Blouen, 50, burglar suspect. Blouen, cornered in the 
washroom of a pool hall in the basement of the Joshua 
Green building, is said to have aimed his revolver at 
the officer’s head. 


“Patrolman Dotson whipped out his own revolver and 
pulled the trigger. The cartridge failed to explode, 
but Blouen hastily dropped his revolver to the floor. 


“He is held in the city jail on an open charge while 
detectives investigate his past record. He is said to 
have admitted serving a term in McNeil Island Fed- 
eral penitentiary for prohibition law violations in 
Alaska.” 


Ed. Note: Guess he was reluctant to mention the 
sodomy conviction. 


Overland Hotel Fire 
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LA FIESTA CIGAR STORE, SKAGWAY 


(Skagway Daily Morning Alaskan, February 1, 1900) 


EXPLOSION OF LAMP CAUSES BLAZE IN 
SIXTH AVENUE SPORTING HOUSE 

The explosion of a lamp in one of the rooms over La 
Fiesta cigar store, on Sixth avenue, occupied as a 
sporting house, last night created a blaze that for a 
time was threatening. As it was, the entire second 
story of the building was gutted, though the rooms 
below, occupied by La Fiesta cigar store and saloon, 
were not damaged, except by water. 


Though the alarm was given at once after the explo- 
sion took place, about 10 o’clock, the fire spread so 
rapidly that it had extended to every room on the sec- 
ond floor of the house, causing the explosion of an- 
other lamp before the water was turned on, which 
was less than one minute after the first tap of the 
bell. The first to get water on the fire were those 
who happened to be in La Fiesta, below the place of 
the fire, at the time, who used a small hose belonging 
to H.A. Bauer, next door, making connection at the 
tap under the sidewalk in front, but Hose Company 
No. 1 was not far behind. Notwithstanding the start 
it had, in an incredibly short time the fire was put 
out. The building was burnt through on both sides, 
though the roof was yet intact. 


The loss will approximate $1,000, the furniture, car- 
pets and partitions having been entirely destroyed, 
besides much of the clothing of those living in the 
apartments. Everything not destroyed by the fire was 
damaged by water. The loss of the proprietors of La 
Fiesta will amount to about $100, all caused by wa- 
ter. 


(Skagway Daily Morning Alaskan, February 13, 
1900) 


Otto Schlessinger, formerly one of the proprietors of 
the La Fiesta cigar store, left yesterday for Dawson. 
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W. 4. PETERSON ¢ tO SOHLE 
ea - ELE. we 
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| a ee ee isin ds sai 
% CIGAR STORG * 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers ip Cigars and Tobaceos 
Private Club Roome Holly St. bet Broadway and State, Skagway Alaska, 


May 19, 1899, Peterson & a 


aba Fiestae. 


Rooms Malarged and improved—The | | 
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Coniest © Rooms in the City, 


Nothing ta Tee Good for Our Pat~ | 
ron. 


aan Se a a a eH oeyes 


fF Payne & Peterson Sixth Ave 
| OREM EDDA DEP PROD BEDI DE FELL LADEDDDS POGOG AOD 


December 18, 1899, Payne & Peterson 
wk & & & Kk OK OUKRhUKRUKUCU 


SHAMROCK BEER PARLOR 


PROP. 


ee < ep ofS 


B-24a 


From este 
i Na ay 


con FRohon 
has A 


From a postcard 


RED athe ee pene Cin CITY 


a RED D ONION J 


Above is the Red Onion Restaurant at Canyon City. ie 
Possibly, this is a Healy & Wilson pack train (Dyea fF wee 
B-1 and B-2). At the right is a meal ticket forthe Red © fp O° at 
Onion Restaurant in Canyon City (B-la) issued by — i a anh ele bat a 


the Dyea Klondike Transportation Co. exe 

‘Rel Onion Restaurant, Canyon itu. 
Below that are two tickets good for a round trip, also t ; Is8UED TO . 
issued by the DKT Co. The top is black onred, 85mm | ff —*—— 
by 53mm. The bottom is black on tan, 87mm by | | GMserount of D. KT. Con and only goud when 


; nipeas : Dgantare ered by their authorized agent. 
50mm. Both of the tickets have spaces to write in  DATE.. 


No., Over (what road?), Driver, Wagon, and date. 


(Photo and other items from the Candy Waugaman 
collection) 


From https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_ 
books/yuch/golden_places/chap4.htm: 


“The first stage of the trail from Dyea to Canyon City, 
was a comparatively easy 8.5 miles along the Taiya 
River. Stampeders who were prosperous enough had 
options available for freight handling. Healy and 
Wilson ran a 12 horse packtrain daily between Dyea 
and Sheep Camp, which was 7 miles beyond Canyon 
City. Travelers unwilling or unable to hire a packing 
service could use their own handcarts on this stretch | 


or tow their loads to the head of navigation at the yo... Issued by the D, K. T. CO. . 
canyon. Winter passage was easier on the Taiya, and ; : | 
many men pulled their outfits on sleds. Good onfy When Countersigned by the Co's. 


Authorized Agent: 


GOOD FOR ONE ROUND TRIP: 


“In 1898 Canyon City was a lively service center. It 
was a convenient halting place on the trail and the 
station of two freight companies operating tramlines — Oymr...-- + +200 e0e eee ee eee ee sees cece eens 
from the Scales to the summit. One of those, the 
Dyea-Klondike Transportation Company, built a 
power plant that generated electricity for its tram- WAGan Chater elaine te Date asda eae 
way and the needs of Canyon City.” howso-< ae 


MDYEUWASTE ais. e lle sw, nieale s,orece sce lat Faction aumlandiel nies alatdraesielm ; 
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DISCOVERY MINES, NWT 


The claims for what was to be- 
come the Discovery Mine, near 
Giauque Lake about 50 miles 
north of Yellowknife, were staked 
in 1944. Between 1950 and 1969, 
one million ounces of gold were 
produced. 


Spel 


In the 1960s, the townsite was 
expanded and a Federal Post Of- 
fice opened in 1960. In 1966, 
there was an average of 128 em- 
ployees, and there were 250 
people housed on the property. 


al 


i 
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{ 
l 
l 


There was a large recreation hall, 
curling club, library, coffee shop, 
theater, hockey rink, tennis court, 
outdoor swimming pool, com- 
missary, post office, hospital, fire 
hall and school. All the comforts 
of a small town were provided. 


Single men were housed in three 
bunkhouses and meals were pro- 
vided. 


By 1969, all economically recov- 
erable reserves were mined, and 
the mine was shut down. The 


townsite and mine buildings were i “Ss, * F Paks. any ie 
demolished in the summer of S332 78 38 S39 ' Ss 7 oe 
2005. 3 o5 g as 4 es eSGs 3 ee 
- Sz - Oz -— C= a coz — Sz 
Source: The Operational History me ec J , ee L Re L i L = 
; P ‘ © & @ a @ a & % ©& a 
of Mines in the Northwest Terri- 2 2 2 2 2 
tories, Canada, An Historical Re- 
search Project, Ryan Silke, 2009. g 4 oe ee reer ee tee ae. oe 
923082 308 $a 8 3a g 
°o 8 o 8 °o 3 °o 3 og 
ge Gece Gee ¥ Gece Gece 
The booklet cover is 114mm by H ae g ose a O52 ¢ 5 q oss 
2 co 4 4 
64mm. It is sewn, not stapled. 2 gs = | a. 27 a. 2 | gs 27 c.. 
The cover is black on green with s8 mh sf FA s 7 ho sf BR sf & 
a red serial number. Chit pages 3 3 & 3 3 


(at the separation) are 85mm 
long, with 10 chits per page. 


Included are: (1) pink 5¢; (2) yellow 10¢; (3) 25¢ blue; (1) 50¢ green and (1) $1 dark yellow. All chits are 
printed in black, with the expiration date in green. The booklet and coupons expired on December 31, 1969. 
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CASINO PROJECT 


Pelly 
Crossing 


Whitehorse 


The Casino Mining Corporation is part of Western 
Copper and Gold Corporation. The Casino project 
is a copper, gold, molybdenum and silver mine. It is 
about 300km northwest of Whitehorse. It ranks 
among the largest copper-gold deposits in the world. 


The mine is in the development and permitting phase. 
Casino will be an open pit mine with the capability 
to process 120,000 tons of ore per day in the mill and 
heap leach 25,000 tons per day. 


The project is located on Crown land administered 
by the Yukon government. It is in the traditional ter- 
ritory of several First Nations. It is accessed by a 
road from the end of the Freegold road (another min- 
ing site). 


Jim Robb sent us a poker chip type item from West- 
ern Copper and Gold. It is 40mm in diameter. It has 
a black and white border, with gray and brown letter- 
ing in the center. The reverse has the head of a raven 
superimposed on the head of a wolf in brown and 
tan. 


Inquiries to Western Copper and Gold revealed that 
this was the original chip, and there are four addi- 
tional varieties, shown in the right column. All have 
the raven and wolf in tan and brown, but in varying 
shades. 
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The Casino Project g 
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Black lettering, yellow border, www address in gold. 


Chris Donaldson, Director of Corporate Development 
says “I used to hand them out at conferences and say 
that if someone saw me in a bar (coffee or other- 
wise), I would buy them a drink. I must have given 
out 1000 of them and only one person ever claimed a 
coffee... that is until a group of about a dozen “inves- 
tors” were tipped off and cornered me at Diamond 
Tooth Gertie’s in Dawson City with a pocket full of 
these chips!” 


A FINE TIME WAS HAD BY ALL! 


Having a Wonderful Time 


at the 


Casa Blanca 


Supper Club 


Fairbanks Alaska 


A confidential informant informs us that the Casa Blanca Supper Club was located “South of Airport Way 
and east of Cushman St.” Five patrons, the boxman and the stickman can be seen at a “craps” table. The 
photo is circa late 1940s. Above left is the cover, which opens to the photo. Printed black on tan, 203mm by 
152mm. 


ANCHORAGE GAMBLING CHIPS 


Kurtis Hawk submitted these with attributions based 
upon “The Gaming Table” by Knapp, Myers and 
Wheeldon. 


ETD is attributed to Washington Davis, 5928 Wind- 
ing Way. The $1 chip is gold on white with pink 
inserts; the $5 chip is gold on blue with pink inserts. 
A $25 red chip and a $100 black chip (inserts un- 
known) complete the set. Circa 1990. 


MAC is attributed to John McCormick, no address 
given. Five colors: black, blue, red, white and yel- 
low, presumably with gold printing, as the black chip 
shown. Circa 1971. 


These chips were manufactured by T.R. King, located 
in Nevada from 1950-1978. Presently they are in 
Los Angeles. 


Having not seen the book, it is my assumption that 
the dates are based upon actual order dates. There is 
a website that has copied order cards from several 
chip manufacturers. Some give the shipping address, 
as for the ETD chips above. There is no easy way to 
search this website, but here it is: 


www. preservinggaminghistory.com/index.htm 
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ANCHORAGE: Al’s Alaskan Inn, good for one well 
drink. Black on white plastic, 38mm. 


REDEEM THIS 
ERAGE TOKEN 
ON YOUR NEXT VISIT 


La Cabana 


BEV 


ANCHORAGE: La Cabafia, redeem this beverage 
token on your next visit. Etched gold colored alumi- 
num with black surface, 51mm. 


HEALY: Totem Inn, For replay only, no cash value. 
Bronze, 25mm. 


HOMER: The Sea Locker, Homer Spit Road, Good 
for $1.00 in trade. Brass, 29mm. 


KODIAK: Buskin River Inn, BRI, Good for replay 
only, no cash value. Brass, 25mm. 


JUNEAU: Juneau-Douglas Aerie 4200, drink token. 
F.O.E. (Eagles) 17th Annual State Convention, 1999. 
Gold on black plastic, 38mm. 


SOLDOTNA: Riverside House, Good for one drink. 
Black on green plastic, 38mm. 


For the Record items on this page submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk. 


ECHO BAY MINES 


Located at Lupin, Nunavut, Echo Bay Mines issued 
this medal to commemorate their 1,000,000th ounce 
of gold mined in 1988. The medal is 33mm and made 
from aureate steel. 


The mine was opened in 1982 when it was in the 
NWT. In 2003, Echo Bay became a fully owned sub- 
sidiary of Kinross Gold, who owns Ft. Knox Mine 
north of Fairbanks. 


The mine was sold to Wolfden Resources Limited in 
2006 and then to Elgin Mining, Inc. in 2011. The 
mine has been closed awaiting higher gold prices. 
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